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SUBJECT: EMPLOYERS MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER 

REF: MADRID 5816 

1 . PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ MET FOR OVER TWO HOURS ON 
AUGUST 3— A DAY EARLIER THAN ORIGINALLY ANNOUNCED 
(REFTEL)— WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EMPLOYERS' UMBRELLA 
ORGANIZATION, THE CEOE (SPANISH CONFEDERATION OF EMPLOYER 
ORGANIZATIONS). THE 4-MAN CEOE DELEGATION CONSISTED OF 
RODRIGUEZ SAHAGUN, MAX MAZIN, ALFREDO MOLINOS, AND FELIX 
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MANSILLA. MINISTER OF LABOR JIMENEZ DE PARGA WAS ALSO 
PRESENT. SUAREZ WILL MEET WITH THE TRADE UNIONS (SEPARATELY) 
ON AUGUST 4. 

2. THE EMPLOYERS WERE RELUCTANT TO DIVULGE TO THE PRESS 
THE DETAILS OF THEIR CONVERSATION WITH THE PRIME MINISTER, 
STATING THAT THERE HAD BEEN AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS, AND 
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NOTING FURTHER THAT THE CEOE "WHICH COUNTS 50 PERCENT OF 
SPANISH EMPLOYERS IN ITS MEMBERSHIP" WISHED ITS VOICE TO 
BE HEARD TOGETHER WITH THE OTHER SOCIAL SECTORS WHEN IT CAME 
TIME TO IMPLEMENT THE ECONOMIC MEASURES WHICH WILL AFFECT THE 
ENTIRE NATION. ACTING AS CEOE SPOKESMAN, RODRIGUEZ 
SAHAGUN DID COMMENT THAT "WE HAVE TRIED TO STUDY A JOINT 
SOLUTION TO OVERCOME THE CRISIS." IN SUM, HE CONTINUED, 

WE TOLD MR. SUAREZ THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE 
CHALLENGE WHICH CURRENTLY FACES EMPLOYERS AND TO CONTRIBUTE 
-WITHOUT RENOUNCING FREE ENTERPRISE AND A MARKET ECONOMY- 
TO THE SOLUTION OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS AND THE 
CONSOLIDATION OF DEMOCRACY, TOGETHER WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
AND WITH LABOR. 

3. COMMENTING TO LAB ATT ON AUGUST 4, CEOE SECGEN PABLO SELA 
SAID THAT THE CEOE REPRESENTATIVES HAD BEEN "RATHER SATISFIED" 
WITH THEIR MEETING WITH SUAREZ, BUT ALSO NOTED THAT THEY 
HAD FOUND THE PRIME MINISTER "VERY FOXY" IN HIS PRESENTATION. 
STABLER 
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